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FIFTEER BILLION YUAY FOR
1

HIEORTTY JAYiCNALTFY EDUCATION IN HORTEWEST CHIHG
s S T TONIENRST CHIRA :
A report on the 1apid progress of primary educatica for mninorisy
nationalities in Northweat China by Yang Chao-chun (1) [Avsbars in
parentheses refer to appended chavasters/, @eputy chief of the
minerity nationslity office of the Departzent of Eidcation of
the Northwest Military and Administrative Ceemittee, gtatod tant
the Central People's Govermment has apprepriated 15 billion yuan
for minority nationality education is the Borthwest in 1952,
mearly dowbling the 7.52 biilion yusn spproyrisnion of 195i.

. The text of the report, published in the Sian Ch'um-ctiung
j Jih-pao ¢n 2 Swe 1952, folious

Frizary edveation in the ninority mationality aroas of Horthwest Chins has
umtde consiferable progress umder the correct lesdership of the Commmist Paxty
and vith ths groat assistsnce of tha People's government. The extensive de-
velopasss of primary schonls vas particularly moticeable following the first
All-China Winority Hationalities Edueation Conforence held in September 1951.

The mumber of minority mationelisy etulssds roae rapidly. Aecarding ta
B5UAT13T1CS, thers ware 297,481 students es of Avgmot 1951, btut by ‘e wilile
of Harch 1952, the mwsber incressed to 336,17?., an ireresse of aboet 135 parsent.

H The mmber of minarity naticmality primary schools in Sinkiang iorressed !
: k1 percent over that of preliberstica days, and likewige the mmber of mincrity
: mationality stufents imerenzed 58.11 parcont. ]

Before libzration, thore were omly 194,132 winority natiorslity chiidren ]
atiending schoola in Sinkisug; thars are now 306,943. Another phenowenal de- !
L. : velopmeut is the increasing nwmder of girls who attend school. For ingtancs,
‘- in the remcte city of Su-fu (Rashgar) theve are B girls amomg the 1R9 stulents
- - attending the three first grado clsspes im the Fo 17 prixary school. At the
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Erh-chiang /2) Drimary scheol, tlhere sre 347 boys ard 327 girls. The large
auzber of givls attending school 1s a reflection ¢f the repid dovelopimant of
pricary eduzation in Sinklang ard the change in the statug of wozen in that
proviace.

Wz can see from available stetistics that sinse the likeration, there han
bees a apeedy develoreent of prizary education for minority notionalities in
Hizgeia, Puring the es-ly dmys of liboiaticn, there were 8,200 Hoslen pricary
3tzAents; et prosent there are 12,211, a h9-percont increese. The nuzber of
BunRolien pricsary etwldents increaged from 50 to 258, an insrease of 400 pereent.,
A1l the dogs in A-ln-ghon banmer end the 0-chi-na bannoer in Hingsis are build-
ing rew gchools > 8zd wae Mopgolira children in the nomndic livestosk aresg will
chorly attend then in lerge nuzhers,

Ihe goaricg developrent of prizary eduestion in all the rminority pationality
automemous regions in Kpmsn is mogt inspiring. For instance, ir. the T'ien Chu
(3} Auzornozous Region, thare were only abou. 500 Tibeten 3chool children, 4 year
after the establiphoant of T'ien Chu Autoncmous Region, there were 4,000 ainority
eationality primar, stodents s Dearly o tenfold imerease.

Origirslly, children were seldom eent to the schools in the Tung-hsiang (4)
Autonomous Regica, but after a yeor of enlightment, 25 schools were constructed,
with 2,100 prirary strdents atterdinz. This develeprant 1o also takiez ploze
In he Cho.mt (5}, Wolo-ho (63 ang Va-p'ing {7) Autonomous Rezions in portheru
Kangu,

The arcas of Toinghai in which there are concentrations of Tibetans had the .
least murder of schools. After liberation, immediate atvention was given to |
reviving end developing sehools. During 1952, the Tsinghai People's Government i
set vp five prims v achools 1a tents amd built 13 adobe sehcols in the noxadic
itvestock aress and agricultural ereas of Chiso Ps‘o (8) to provide space for
1,680 students. Subsequently, the muber of T'u, Sa~la, and Moslea studerts
surpassed the original estimated attendence by il percsnt,

The minority nationslity childrem born in the #20 Tge-tung era are “he ;
b happlest ssd most fortwate. For exazpl~, there were only &ul Moslem 8 :hool }
children in Sian during 1049, 1In 1952, there were 1,976 Koslem primary grade
students, a 229-percent sttepdance izcrease, which meant that neariy all schcol-
&ge children were in school,

The Chinecs Communist Party and the People's Government are boundlessly
concerced about primary eduemtior for minority nationalities. In 1951, the
.. Ceutral People's Guvernment allocated 7.92 billion ywan to the Northwest
%! Hilitary amd Admindstrative Committee to supplement their funds for minority
nationality eduzstion. In 1952, the Central Pecple's Goverrment inereesed the
allocetica to 15 dbillion yuan, earzarking a greater part of it for primry :
education, s

To raise the cultural level of a1l zationelities and to faciiitate the

education of minor +y wationality chil’ 'en, the Sinkiung Provinelal Pecnle'a

Covarmment Lis translaied wes Buulislou €U,V texvbooks im the Ulghur, Tajik,

and the Mongolian langusges. The Hingsia Provineciel People's Government im- ;
& . ported a large mumber of Mongolian language textbooks from Inmer Mongolis for )
- ‘ 252 in Mongolien prisary schools. The Department of Culture and Education of
Tsinghai People Sovernment publishes elementary textbooks » and many poor !
! " students receive free textbooks and school materisls from the government og
: well as free tu:lion. Some minority nationality students in the antoncmouvs
: regions and nomsdic livestook areas were paid their living expenses while
: attending school; a3 some scheols provided living querters for childwen o g

vere far avzy £ om home. '
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Sipee the *eerativm, the provinses ana punicinalities in Nortlwest China
have held toachers® cotferences during vecetion. Ho less than 8,000 teachers
in minority natiomﬂity schools attended thsse conferences, and of these more
than 70 percent wepre Prinary school teachsrs. Some teachers “eve sttonded two
a7 thres confarencen. aonsemnantly, thair tdeclosicsl lovel was raised end they
412 a datter job ot educating the uinority cationality students. For the de-
veloprent of Privary school edusation 2Rz the minority nationalities, all the
B9, 8chools in liorthwest China ore tralnlng wsnd fostoring lorge groups of
rinority vationality teachers, Soms rrizary cchools in tre sutonozous regions
have set up tencher~-training clagses.

turing the reactionary dominaticn of the Horthwest by the Huominterg, ths
minority natiopality children dlq not have the opportunity ¢l ottenling scuocol H
gom2 could no* attend because of eéconomic hardzhips 2t home. Toder the elavich '
edaentional gystem enforced by the reactionary Buomintang, the oinority nation- ;
ality children dreaded school ard regarded schools as Jalls, To the chiidren,
avolding school vas like avolding the army. This phenomenon van greduslly
¢liainated atter the liberativn., Before 1ideration, our Mengollan and Tibatan
breihren would not send their children to echool. But after liberation, and
after they understinsd the policies of the governzent, they wanted Uheir children
to study and obtein an education end culture. Hew they are volunterily es-
tablishing schopols under ¢he leaderskip of the Peoplets Government,

for instaice, cur Fongollan brothers have started schools in the B -la.mue
tnch'u (9} Pa-lusg-tai ch'n (10}, ard Pa~li-gshu ch'y (11) near the Pa-K'o-shen
(22) lamasery in Ho-shih Hsien (13), and in Yen-ch? Hsien(1h),

The Tibetans in ths Mung-t 'u-yst (15) area or Husng-chung Hsienm (16) uave
€stabiished primury schiools for their children. Thair enthusiasm wvas so great
that they took the mou2y vhich they received from hauling wood to pay for the

expenses of the school.

This proves that by liviag happily under the correct policy of the Paople's
gavernmént . tke desire for education among the ninori’y rationalities deepennd,

To eatisfy the educationa) needs of nll the minority natiomality children
in the Horthwest and to expand educatlonal facilities for an additional 25,000
primery stulantz, the Department of Eduzation of th, Horthwest Military and ;
Adninistrative Committee Plans to estsblish more primery achools and print more i
textbooks, i
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